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SHLECTMEN’S REPORT. | 


The Selectmen charge the town of New London, for the 
year 1877, as follows : 


MINISTERIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Paid—N. T. Greenwood, Baptist Society, $45 65 
F. P. Messer, Otterville Religious Society, 17 82 
J. S. Phillips, Scytheville Union Society, 15 95 


$79.49 


SCHOOL MONEY. 

Paid—F. P. Jewett, District No. 1, $119 04 
A. E. Preston, AS 127 37 

A.J. Kidder, By wg , 256 83 

A. Morgan, am as - 153 23 

C. E. Folsom, MN bi ie 160 70 

Asa Ray, | CC rs 107 90 

C. E. Pingree, ARG ELT jy 105 41 

$1030 48 


MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES. 


Paid—Auditor’s bill, 1877, $2 00 
Woodbury & Batchelder, printing reports, 32 00 
B. W. Sanborn & Co., books and stationery, 7 64 
Cash, stationery, postage and express, 3 91 
John Pressey, surveying town lines, Noy. 
1876, between New London, Sunapee 
and Wilmot, 12 60 
J. H. Burpee, for Prescott Post, G. A. R., 25 00 
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Paid—Daniel S. Seamans, 6 chairs for town hall, $10 50 


O. K. Russell, glass for town hall, 1 68 
Dre Elkins, record of births and deaths, 2 25 
F. O. Dow, digging graves and driving hearse, 46 50 
J. M. Pike, way marks on lake in 1877 

and 1878, 4 00 
J. W. Taylor, lumber and labor on highway, 4 36 
A. Goings, lumber ‘and labor on highway, 11°91 
5) Messer, plank and timber for bridge, 5 57 


Wm. A. Messér, plank for bridge, 1 75 
B. Gay, public watering tub, | 3 00 
R. F. Sargent, public watering tub, 3 00 
W. Kimball, damage to sheep by dogs, 2 50 
A. C. Philbrick, damaged horse, 55 00 
Horse case, half expense of hearing, 11 84 
County tax, 1029 26 
State tax, 1084 00 
Morrill & Silsby, books, check-lists and 

warrants, ee A 
State bounty on hawks and foxes, 1 30 
Geo. Woodward, services as town clerk, 10 00 
S. C. Fletcher, services as superintending 

school committee, 27 75 
Seth Littlefield, services as selectman, 27 50 
N. Addison Parker, services as selectman, 25 00 
Leonard P. Gould, services as selectman, 

treasurer, and overseer of poor, 91 00 
H. B. Williams, repairing road and bridge, 10 00 
F’. Morey, repairing water course, 3 00 
N. D. Pingree, over tax on dog, 1 00 
L. P. Gould, three journeys and expense 

to Concord, to settle and collect bills, 12 00 
L. P. Gould, journey to Newbury to look 

after notes, 3 00 
D.S. Seamans, oil, wood, and care of town 

hall, 11 81 
L. P. Gould, collecting taxes due on tax : 

books, 1876, 10 00 


$2597 84 
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' BREAKING ROADS IN WINTER OF 1876-7. 


Paid Putnam Russell, shoveling snow, &c., $9 00 
A. W. Preston, breaking roads in Dist. No. 1, 30 60 
A. Hastings, A. Goings 


21 02 


and A. Worthen, 6é Novi 25.90: 21 
fF. Pike, és No.. 8, 49 19 
EK. A. Todd, 6s No. 4, 29 10 
H. Clark, ‘s Now 5; 29°30 
B. M. P. Stanley, ve No. 6, 32 70 
H. W. Putney, 6 No. 7%, 46 50 
Geo. W. Sargent, aS No. 8, 

A. C. Philbrick and | 

L. McCutchins, “6 Now 9, 66.00 
J. KE. H. Shepard and 

A. Morgan, 6 No. 10, 46 65 
C. S. Whitney, as No. 11, 14 49 
J. H. Messer, 6 NO ba) 2UELS 
L. P. Gould, 6 Nos 310 O.6L 
H. B. Williams, és No. 14, 18 90 
N. Messer, 66 Nomtayao. 00 
A. C. Burpee, vhs No. 16, 46 32 
H. M. Fales, 6< No. 17, 66 06 
E. A. Jones and T. Quirk, <“< No. 18, 28 69 
D. Smith, A No. 19, 16 00 

$761 99 
PAUPER BILLS. 
COUNTY CHARGES. 

Paid—J. H. Burpee, for Batteese, $1 00 
J. H. Burpee, for Geo. H. Saunders, 13 00 
Dr. Elkins, es ely: oes 
Dr. Whipple, for John Lescord, 9 00 
J. H. Burpee, for B. W. Thomas, 28 00 

Dr. Spaulding, ‘ 5° 5 00 

Dr. Whipple, $s és 23 00 

J. H. Burpee, for M. Hing, eee 71 50 

C. W. Gay, tke 


L. P. Gould, 66 2 00 
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Paid—Dr. Whipple, for M. Ring, | $3 00 


J. C. Adams, for Z. H. Adams, 94 50 
O. K. Russell, . cs 7 08 
Dr. Whipple, + 3 00 
Dr. Elkins, . | 37 00 
A. B. Everett, conveyance of Adams to 
Springfield, | 2 50 
D. H. Adams, bill at Springfield, 18 00 


A. Hunt, board of B. Saunders, 52 weeks, 52 00 
J. S. George, board of C. George, 52 weeks, 52 00 


J. S. George, for C. George, | 2 00 
J. H. Burpee, clothes for B. Saunders, 9 00 
Dr. Whipple, for C. George, A 25 

$444 75 


TOWN CHARGE. 
Paid—Assistance to Walter E. Pingree, $56 00 


SCHOOL HOUSE TAX. 
Paid—B. M. P. Stanley, for Dist. No. 2, $48 00 


TOWN BONDS AND INTEREST. 


Paid—Joseph Trussell, Town Bond, No. 5, $500 00 
John M. Dow, 6 29, 500 00 

Lydia B. Dow, 66 Eby 100 00 
Coupons, 474 00 

$1574 00 

ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 

Paid—Olive Hayes, tax in 1871, $3 00 
| Mrs. Olive Hayes, tax in 1871, 7 50 
A. P. Richards, tax in 1871, rae A 

Ai Richards, tax in 1871, 3 76 

Olive Hayes, tax in 1872, 3 48 

Mrs. Olive Hayes, tax in 1872, 5 80 


Olive Hayes, tax in 1873, 4 35 


7 


Paid—Mrs. One eb taxes in 1873, $7 25 
6 1874, 6 10 
Olive aged taxes in 1874, 4 39 
Mrs. Olive Hayes, taxes in 1875, 6 34 
Olive Hayes, taxes in 1875, — A 56 
Walter E. Pingree, taxes in 1875, 10 37 
ae es & 1876, rat 
Curtis Messer, over tax in 1876, 10 89 
Willie M. Hayes, tax in 1876, 4 90 
Oren D. Crockett, tax in 1876, Lot 
Geo. F. Collins, Wie neé E50 
Benj. R. Andrew’s estate, 1876, 9 80 
Geo. B. Ballentine, tax - 1 1876, Lit 
J. 5S. Raymond, 1 36 
Levi P. Collins, 6“ 2 ¢2 
Olive Hayes, os 4 08 
Mrs. Olive Hayes, a 6 79 
Peter Lescord, 6 WS 
$124 72 
RECEIPTS. 

Received of—James Morgan, interest on note, $30 00 

J. E. H. Shepard, cash paid for A. 
Hunt, 10 33 
Micajah Morgan, balance on note, 64 59 
Austin Goings, endorsed on note, 21 00 
J. E. H. Shepard, endorsed on note, 500 00 
John French, interest, 33 54 
State rikeaalhat savings bank tax, 436 23 
“ce Pulltoad tax, 112 31 
ie literary fund, 83 00 

Merrimack County, for support of 
paupers, 444 75 
D. S. Seamans, use of town hall, 12 00 


Taxes collected on tax books of 1875 
and 1876, 796 68 
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Received of—H. R. Gates, collector of 1877, 
Cash on hand March 2, 1877, 


Cash on abatement, 


Town charges foot up, 
Cash in hands of treasurer, March 2, 1878, 


$4057 04 
378 30 
124 72 


$7105 34 


$6717 18 
388 16 


87105 34 


INDEBTEDNESS OF THE TOWN. 


Town bonds outstanding, 
Ministerial fund, 


Means of paying the same: 


Gash an hans of treasurer, 
Due on Collector’s bond, 1876, 
Due on Collector’s bond, 1877, 


NOTES. 


S. C. Holt & Son, 

Charles Crosby, 

Wm. M. & E. W.F. Hayes, 

J. E. H. Shepard, 

H.C. Todd, 2d, 

A. R. Hunting and O. K. Russell, 
Austin Goings and J. M. Pike, 
John French, 

James Morgan, 


Indebtedness of the town, 1878, 


86900 00 
1323 33 


$8223 33 


$388 16 
259 92 
840 29 


$71 40 


52 50 ° 


43 80 
360 00 
56 00 
69 56 
25 36 
559 00 
530 00 


$3255 59 
$4967 74 
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We certify that we have examined the books and accounts 
of the Selectmen, and find them correctly cast and well 
vouched. 


N. T. GREENWOOD, 
EDWIN A. JONES, 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
LEONARD P. GOULD, Selectmen 


t Auditors. 


N. ADDISON PARKER, of 
SETH LITTLEFIELD, New London. 


New London, March 2, 1878, 


Ey Oe 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


In making my second report to you of the year’s work in our 
schools, I am glad to be able to report progress in all the dis- 
tricts, and in some of them very great improvement. 


DistRror mo aes 


Frank P. Jewett, prudential committee. Twenty weeks. 
Miss Emma M. Jewett taught the summer term. A very pleas- 
ant and profitable term. Her experience and devotion to the 
work made sure the discipline and culture of her pupils. 

Edward F. Hastings had charge of the winter term. His 
thoroughness, and industry awakened the same in his pupils. 
At all my visits everything was orderly and progressive, and the 
examination highly satisfactory. 

The improvement in this school has been greater than any 
other in town, that has suffered a change of teachers. The ex- 
tensive repairs on the school house make it one of the pleasant- 
est in town, and to this, as well as its excellent teachers, is due 
the advanced position of the school. 


District No. 2. 

Augustus Preston, prudential committee. Miss Clara A. 
Ross had charge of the summer term of twelve weeks. She 
commenced with the successful experience of the preceding year, 
labored faithfully, and the examination showed good results. 

W. M. Knight taught the winter term, ten weeks. This was 
his first effort. He won the good-will of his pupils, and had a 
very successful school. In analysis and arithmetic the exam- 
ination was excellent. 


at 
District No.3. 


Andrew J. Kidder, prudential committee. ‘T'wenty-five and 
ahalfweeks. In the beginning of the first term the pupils 
manifested considerable carelessness and a tendency to disorder, 
endangering the usefulness of the school, but the determined 
efforts of the teacher conquered, and the examination was high- 
ly satisfactorily. Miss Pillsbury was engaged to continue as 
teacher the next term. Other duties claiming her time, she 
resigned, and Miss Abbott was employed for the remainder of 
the year. This teacher has had the largest experience in teach- 
ing of any employed during the year. Devoted to her calling, 
thoroughly versed in all the branches taught, possessing great 
general information, apt to teach, a firm disciplinarian, the 
school was a success, and no better work has for a long time 
been done in this district. 


District No. 4. 


Austin Morgan, prudential committee. Twenty weeks. Miss 
Phebe Fellows taught the summerterm. In the beginning there 
were some bad tendencies, but the teacher succeeded in cor- 
recting them, and awakened the interest of the pupils so as to 
do successful work. 

Parker Smith had charge of the winter term, laboring with 
great diligence, wholly devoted to the good of his school. 
Good work was done, and in penmanship, so generally neglect- 
ed, the improvement in this district surpassed all others. 


Disrricr No. 5. 


Charles Folsom, prudential committee. Twenty weeks. The 
school in this district has been less successful than any other in 
town. In order and enthusiasm it has lost during the year, and 
this not primarily from any fault of teachers, but from change > 
of pupils, the irregular attendance of a large portion, and espe- 
cially the great number of the infant class. Miss Calef labored 
in the summer term as earnestly as before. Mr. Gould in the 
winter worked patiently and unceasingly, but with attendance 
so irregular, and pupils of such age, complete success is im- 
possible. 
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In the summer term sixteen were under seven years of age, 
twenty-five less than ten, and in winter ten were less than seven, 
twenty-one less than ten. It is not well, if it is possible, to 
keep children of these ages in the same condition of restraint as 
older ones, and the result is, the whole discipline of the school 
is greatly marred, and the efforts of the teacher so divided be- 
tween these classes and the more advanced pupils, that nothing 
satisfactory is accomplished. Had the condition of this school 
been foreseen from the beginning of the year, division would 
have been advisable. Some one might be found for a reasona- 
ble compensation, to teach the primary classes a few hours each 
day. If not, there should be three terms of school, one of 
which, at least, should be devoted exclusively to the older pupils 
and advanced classes. * 


Distrricr No. 6. 


Asa Ray, prudential committee. Nineteen weeks. Miss 
Knowlton continued in this school during the year, laboring as 
faithfully as before, and no one could do better than she has 
done under the circumstances. The pupils have advanced, but 
relatively this school has lost ground. Itstood second last year, 
but No. 1 has come up to it and passed on to take this place. 
It is impossible for a school to do its best in such a school room 
as this, and only in session at a time when the older pupils can- 
not attend. 


Disrricr No. 7. 


Charles Pingree, prudential committee. The same teacher 
as last year, labored here twenty-one weeks with the same earn- 
estness, diligence, and success. The teacher’s acquaintance 
with the scholars’ needs, and the scholars’ acquaintance with the 
teacher’s methods, and the repairs of the school room, were so 
much vantage ground, from which the school went on, not only 
first, but advancing farther to the front than in the preceding 
year. It is not in the great excellence of a few classes, but in 
the equal advancement of all, that the high character of this 
school is sustained. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 
MONEY. 


No little disappointment has been experienced this year by 
the small amount of money raised for education. In some dis- 
tricts one, in others more than one week has been cut off from 
the length of the school. We have had in the aggregate nine- 
teen weeks less school than last year. This results in part from 
the method of raising the school fund. Simply what the law re- 
quires. The result is that when our general tax is largest, we 
haye the largest tax to pay for schools, and when the general 
tax is small, the school tax is reduced. Would it not be better 
to fix the amount of school money, voting it directly, so that 
this most important interest of the town and the State may not 
depend upon any external circumstance ? 


ATTENDANCE. 


With very few exceptions the law concerning attendance at 
the schools has been complied with in the letter, but not in the 
spirit. It is a law practically inoperative, for if a parent does 
not see fit to send his children to school, he can claim to edu- 
cate them at home. There is no doubt that a few pupils in town 
have thus lost the advantages of the school, but the great diffi- 
culty is the irregular attendance of registered pupils. In No. 
5 there were four hundred and fifty-five days of absence after 
entering school, and if we add to this the number of days before 
some of the pupils were enrolled, we find that a little more than 
twenty-five per cent. of the advantages of this district were 
thrown away. 


TEXT BOOKS. 


This is a most perplexing question arising in connection 
with the care of the schools. There is no book which has not 
its excellencies,—none without defects. <A skillful teacher can 
do his work well, and does, notwithstanding the defect of books 
There is no question, however, that the better the text books 
the better the school, and especially is uniformity desirable. I 
have not found this in all cases. Arithmetics, readers, geo- 
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graphies,—there were at least two or three kinds of these in 
school two years ago. 

I have made but one change. In geographies Guyot’s and 
Mitchell’s are to be set aside, and Harper’s are to take their 
place. The publishers give one year for the introduction, so 
that classes nearly completing the study of geography can retain 
their present text book if desired. The books will be found at 
the stores, where they can be had for one year at introduction 
and exchange prices. There is no question that this geography 
is one of the best and cheapest published. 


SCHOOL ROOMS. 

Let me urge upon you great care in keeping these secure in 
vacation as well as in term time. Every school house should be 
safely locked, and every teacher’s desk also, as there is to be 
placed in each district a complete set of text books in geography, 
the gift of the publishers, and there are occasionally coming 
from the State Superintendent of Schools, circulars and other 
matter that will be of value to the district if preserved. 

No. 5 has commenced a fund to secure a dictionary for the 
use of the school. It would be well if all the districts would 
follow this example, for the greatest good would result from the 
introduction of an unabridged dictionary into every school, for 
use of teachers and pupils. 


CONCLUSION. 


Thanking you all for your co-operation in working for the 
good of the schools, and bespeaking the same. and greater, if 
possible, for the one who attends to the duty of this office the 
coming year, 


J have the honor to submit my report, 


STEPHEN C. FLETCHER. 
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ROLL OF HONOR. 


Friora B. Morcan, 
Deis M. Gores, 


2 ArBeRTA M. KNOWLTON, 


Jong R. Morean, 
Rac®@n Preston, 
WILLIE JOHNSON, 
Nerriz A. Davis, 

. ABBIE J. Rosy, 
Axice Messer, 
Eimer M. Messer, 
Gertie E. Messer, 
Lyp1a Rosy. 

+ Cora McConneEzt, 

* Jostzn McConne Lt, 

7 Lititizm EAsTMan, 
CARRIE CURRIER, 
Ropert Ross, 
Tuomas Rosy, 

7 ELxa SARGENT, 
JOHN L. PHILLIPS, 
Bertua Ross, 

7 Exiza Burpee, 
Martiz R. Kipper, 
BLaANcHE McConneE LL, 
Susize BuRPEE, 

2 Lucy SHEPARD, 

* FRANK SHEPARD, 

* Atma GOULD, 
WInnIkzE ANNSIS, 
CHARLES TODD, 


JAMES Topp, 
Epaar F. SARGENT, 
CHarLes G. ADAMS, 

* HERBERT McFARLAND, 
Lucy ANN JONES, 
Emmie E. WHITNEY, 
Lizzig FIrzGERALD, 
WaLter L. WHITNEY, 
Epwarp N. Forsom, 
FreD J. DAGGETT, 
Apert H. Daceert, 
Henry P. Crart, 
Laura A. MEssrr, 

* Lizzie E. Messer, 

* HERMAN P. MEsszmr, 

* Bert E. Huntine, 
Witte M. KNow.ton, 
JENNIE A. SMITH, 

2 Crara B. MEsser, 

2 MyrTecia B. MEsser, 

* Everett H. Messer, 

* Everts H. MEsser, 
BENNIE F’. SARGENT, 

* HERMAN ADAMS, 
ANNIE M. Piner#E, 
Errizg N. BrskER, 
JOHN D, PINGREE, 
Wiis J. SARGENT, 
Aston J. MESSER. 


Name—shows pupil has attended one term without being ab- 
sent or tardy. t+ Shows attended two terms in three. * At- 
tended whole year. 2 Attended 2 years. 
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